WHALEY BRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL
Mechanics Institute, Market Street, Whaley Bridge, High Peak, SK23 7AA
Tel: 01663 733068
e-mail: townclerk@whaleybridge.com
CLERK’S REPORT
To:

All Town Councillors

Date:

7 January 2021

From:

Andrew Fox
Town Clerk

Subject:

Town Council Meeting to be held
on 14 January 2021

Dear Councillor,
Please find attached background papers for the Town Council meeting.
7.15pm
Cheque signing
7.30pm
Town Council Meeting
______________________________________________________________________________
Covid-19
Unfortunately due to the new national lockdown the Mechanics Institute and the 3G Pitch cannot
take bookings at the moment. Also due to the lockdown the staff are working from home where able
to do so.
______________________________________________________________________________
Raised beds at the Allotment Site
We have received 11 requests for raised bed materials from the Tesco bags of Help grant funding.
The estimated cost to supply the number of materials requested is £100.00 per plot, leading to a
total estimated spend of £1,100.00 not including the 2 plots that have already been supplied raised
beds. We would therefore spend more than the grant funding from Tescos but still well within the
total allotment budget.
______________________________________________________________________________
Community Allotment Plot
I have been working on the lease agreement for the Community Allotment Plot and I have sent it to
the members of the Roots and Shoots group for comment. If there is no major alterations requested
the Council can decide whether they wish to accept the lease agreement at the January meeting. I
have included a copy of the lease agreement with the meeting papers.
______________________________________________________________________________
Budget 2020-21
I am in the process of updating the budget with the comments from the last meeting and I will send
it to Cllrs as soon as it is completed.
______________________________________________________________________________
Mechanics Institute meeting
I have had confirmation that the Mechanics Institute accounts should be completed by the 15th of
January. Therefore I intend to hold a Mechanics Institute meeting on Thursday the 21st of January
to approve the accounts and report for the Charity Commission Annual Return.
______________________________________________________________________________
Air Quality at Whaley Bridge School
Cllr Ridgway requested this item on the agenda with the following information. Following the untimely
death in 2013 of asthma sufferer 9 year old schoolgirl Ella Kissi-Debrah and the subsequent belated
inquest which gave air pollution as a factor, Ella's mother has appealed for nationwide change in
pollution levels near schools and homes as a legacy in memory of her daughter. I think it is a fitting
time to re-examine the pollution results from outside our own three schools. Air quality tests
conducted early last year concluded that Taxal and Fernilee school was air pollution was low but
Furness Vale and Whaley Bridge were high and above acceptable limits.
Unfortunately the only way to reduce pollution rates at Furness Vale is to relocate the school.
However with Whaley Bridge school there is a realistic alternative other than relocation, namely
move the school entrance to the rear. This could quite easily be achieved with the construction of a

new bridge over the river Goyt giving access to the school grounds. I would envisage the new bridge
crossing the river just south of the small bridge crossing the stream near the playground area.
However the scheme would only work if the new reservoir spillway was built on the Reservoir Road
side of the dam. Coupled with the bridge and spillway construction the pathway from Wharf Road
would be upgraded together with riverside piling to cure Wharf Road flooding issues. I would expect
the Canal and River Trust to play a significant part both financially and practically in both projects.
It is a matter of making a positive out of a negative. With the closure of the Buxton Road entrance it
would mean much less polluted air and much more exercise for the children. If any parents have
doubts or objections let them consider the facts below. The number of asthma sufferers last year hit
a record high level up by 30% over six years coupled with a £1 billion bill for inhalers and 1,308
asthma deaths. NHS hospitals last year admitted 79,500 people with asthma, a record high, with a
quarter of them being children. Nitrogen Dioxide (N02) the toxic exhaust pollutant is thought to affect
the developing lungs of children more severely than adults. It is believed between 40,000 and 64,000
die early each year as a result of air pollution.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Grit update
The grit from DCC arrived this week and will be distributed by the end of the week. I have also placed
an item on the agenda to consider the placement of the spare grit bin.
______________________________________________________________________________
Sports Pavilion Usage
I have had a request from HPBC for a cabinet for the new Park Ranger to be placed in the common
room. Staff are not overjoyed at the prospect as he has routinely left general rubbish and other items
around the common room which has not been an issue due to the room not being in use but could
well become an issue when the Pavilion is back in use. He also already has a cupboard in the kitchen
he can use. I have also received a request for the Sports Pavilion to be used as a testing centre by
Taxal and Fernilee School, this would only be for the school’s use.
______________________________________________________________________________
Town Clerk, 7 January 2021
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